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INTRODUCTION  TO DAX FUNCTIONS IN 
CALCULATED COLUMNS 
In this lab you will connect to a Power BI sample dataset and then use DAX functions to create 

calculated columns.  

AT A GLANCE 

‣ Retrieve the sample data set and use Power Query to remove unnecessary columns.  

‣ Use DAX to calculate the results 

‣ Use Report View to preview the results 

 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS  

 

Click Steps Screen Shots 

1.  Open an entire ly new 
instance of Power BI.  

2.  If the welcome screen 
opens, c l ick the black X in 
the upper-r ight hand to 
c lose it.   

 
3.  In the main report view, 

c l ick Try a sample 
dataset. It wil l  appear as 
the r ight-most block in 
the center of the screen.  
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Click Steps Screen Shots 

4.  A dialog box wil l  appear. 
Cl ick on the Load sample 
data button.  

 
5.  The sample data is a 

f inancial  spreadsheet. 
When the navigator pops 
up, c l ick the f inancials 
dataset on the left.  

6.  Next, c l ick the Transform 
Data button.  
 
If you are having trouble 
f inding this f i le, you can 
also a f ind a copy within 
the local folder containing 
this lab. Use Power Query 
(Get Data > Excel) to 
upload it.   

 
7.  When the f i le f inishes 

loading into Power Query, 
c l ick the Choose columns 
button from on the Home 
tab.  
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Click Steps Screen Shots 

8.  In the Choose Columns 
dialog box unselected 
Gross Sales, Sales, Prof it,  
Month Number, Month 
Name and Year. Check the 
image to make sure 
you’ve done this 
correctly. Cl ick OK when 
complete.  
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Click Steps Screen Shots 

9.  Click the Close & Apply 
button in the upper-left 
hand corner.  

 
10.  Let’s create some 

calculated columns.  
 
Cl ick on the Data view  

 
11.  Click the New Column 

button to create a new 
column.  

 
12.  In the Dax Formula bar 

type  

Gross Sales (DAX) =  

    [Units  Sold] * [Sale 
Price] - [Discounts] 
 
To calculate gross sales.  
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Click Steps Screen Shots 

13.  Create a new column. 
Then use the fol lowing 
formula:  
Prof it (DAX) = [Gross 
Sales (DAX)] - [COGS] 
 

14.  Create another new 
column. Use the fol lowing 
formula: 
 

Prof it Tier = IF([Profit  
(DAX)] > 10000, "Tier I",  
"Tier II")  

 
Your screen should look 
l ike the screen shot.  

 
 


