
CREATING AN
INTERACTIVE 

LEGEND 

B Y   
J O R D A N  G O L D M E I E R



L A B :  C R E AT I N G  A N  I N T E R AC T I V E  L EG E N D
You have been asked to create an interactive legend in Excel using no VBA. 

MODULE REQUIREMENTS 
‣ Insert form control check boxes.

‣ Link the check boxes to the spreadsheet.

‣ Link the chart to the results.

HINTS 

For form control properties, right + click > Format Control … 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS6 

Click Steps Screen Shots 

1. Open Module 10 –
Checkbox
Examples.xlsx. Start
in Checkbox Toggle
Example

2. From the Develop
Tab, insert a new
Form Control
Checkbox. Place the
checkbox over to
the r ight.  Cl ick into
the text and change
it to “Show
savings?”
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3. Right-cl ick the
checkbox and select
Format Control .

4. From the Format
Control dialog box,
set the cel l  L ink to
cell  =E16. Press OK.
The control is now
connected.

5. Press the Checkbox
on and off to test if
the control is
properly connected.

6. Now, ensure the
Show Savings?
Checkbox is
checked. If  it ’s not,
check it .

7. Starting in cel l  I3,
place the formula
=$E$16 * 66E3 (as
shown in the
picture) .  Drag one
cell  to the r ight and
then al l  the way
down. Use the
picture to ensure
the numbers are
correct.  If  only zeros
are appearing, make
sure the Show
Savings? Checkbox
is checked.
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8. Uncheck the Show
Savings? Checkbox.

9. In cel l  H3, use the
formula
=NOT($E$16) * D3.
Drag down. Use the
picture to ensure
the numbers being
shown are correct.
Again, if  the
numbers are zeros,
make sure Show
Savings is now
unchecked.

10. Click the checkbox
on and off to see the
numbers toggle from
being values to
being zero.

11. Highlight cel ls
H2:J14.
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12. Insert a new 2-D
Stacked Area Chart
(from on the Insert
tab).



Click Steps Screen Shots 

13. Ensure Show
Savings? is checked.
Right cl ick into the
chart and select
Select Data…

14. Click the Edit tab on
the r ight under
Horizontal
(Category) Axis
Labels.

15. Select cel l  C3:C14.
Hit OK to set the
labels.  Hit OK again
to exit the Select
Data Source pop-up
dialog  box.
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16. Select this
Horizontal grid l ines
and press delete.

17. Select the top
series. Go to the
Format tab. Under
Shape Fi l l ,  select No
Fil l .

18. With the series sti l l
select,  go to Shape
Outl ine and select a
grayish outl ine.
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19. In cel l  E17, type
=IF($E$16, E2, D2).
Press ENTER.

20. Click on the Chart
Tit le ( if  you not have
a Chart Tit le ,  you
can add on in Excel
2013+ by selecting
the chart and going
to the Design tab; in
Excel 2010, select
the chart and add a
chart t it le from the
Layout tab).

21. Cl ick into the
formula bar.  Type =
and then select cell
E17. Press Enter.  ( If
you’re having
trouble, make sure
to type equals
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before selecting a 
cell . )  

22. Press the Checkbox
on and off to ensure
everything is
working correctly.6




