
CREATING AN
INTERACTIVE 

LEGEND

B Y   
J O R D A N  G O L D M E I E R



L A B :  C R E AT I N G  A N  I N T E R AC T I V E  L EG E N D
You have been asked to create an interactive legend in Excel using no VBA. 

MODULE REQUIREMENTS 

‣ Insert form control check boxes.

‣ Link the check boxes to the spreadsheet.

‣ Link the chart to the results

HINTS 

For form control properties, right + click > Format Control…. 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS 

Click Steps Screen Shots 

1. Open Module 9
Interactive Legend

2. Select the Data
(Example) tab to get
started.

3. In cel l  A8, type =A2.
Drag down two more
cells to get the
countries in the data
set.



Click Steps Screen Shots 

4. In cel l  B7, type =B1.
Drag across to get
the year range from
the database.

5. In Cell  I7 ,  type “Is
Showing?”

6. Insert three form
control check boxes
next to the Is
Showing column.



Click Steps Screen Shots 

7. One at a t ime,
change the label of
each checkbox to
reflect its
associated country.
(Hint:  Right + cl ick
the check box > Edit
Text)

8. Link each check box
to its adjacent cell
under the Is
Showing column.
(Hint:  Ctrl  + cl ick
each checkbox. Set
its l inked reference
in the formula bar.)

9. In cel l  B8, type
=IF($I8,B2,NA()) .
Drag to the r ight and
down.

10. With the cell  range
A8:H9 highlighted,
insert a new l ine
chart.  Toggle the
check boxes to
ensure everything is
working.




